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M. Spaak informs him that Germany once again has commit-
ted an unwarranted act of aggression against Belgium, and
that Belgium will resist with all her strength.
At 7 A.M. Dr. Goebbels broadcasts to the German people,
As in the case of the invasion of Norway, the German explana-
tion is that an attack had to be made in order to forestall an
attack which was being planned by the Allies. He cites the
anti-German attitude of the Belgian and Dutch press, as also
the extensive military preparations of the Belgian and Dutch
Governments. At 8:25 A.M. Foreign Minister von Ribbon-
trop issues a memorandum to the German and foreign press
along similar lines. Leaving for the Western Front, Chancel-
lor Hitler issues a proclamation to his troops stating that the
hour has come for the great battle which "will decide the
destiny of the German people for the next thousand
years."
Some hours after the first German air attacks, Allied troops
cross into Flanders and Luxembourg. (In the evening, Pre-
mier Paul Reynaud of France in a short radio address an-
nounces that the Allied troops began moving between 7 and
8 A.M.) Later information will indicate, however, that
although German attacks have long been predicted, they
nevertheless profit at the outset from eleventh-hour indecision
on the part of the Allied High Command as to where they are
to be met. There also proves to be some delay in starting
French operations in certain critical regions. This is especially
the case where the French Ninth Army, occupying the right
of the line of French defenses along the Franco-Belgian